
Malaysia’s Beef Situation 
 

        
 1996 1997 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 

Beef (1,000 tons; product weight)    
Production  17 18 18 20 20 19 21 
Imports 103 107 91 94 92 91 95 
Exports 1 1 1 2 1 1 1 
        
        
Not Official USDA data.  Sources:  UNFAO and Malaysian Customs. 
 

 
Malaysia’s 2000, 2001 and 2002 beef imports rose across the board increases for all major meat 
categories.  Low price imports of cara beef (water buffalo) from India dominate the beef market, 
capturing three-quarters of import volume.  The United States is a distant fourth place supplier.  
U.S. beef exports to Malaysia reached $1.7 million in 2002. 
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Production Imports

India’s Exports to Malaysia Continue to Grow, 
Especially in Frozen Beef Exports
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Malaysia
BEEF IMPORTS

(in metric tons)

Fresh/Chilled
Origin 1995 1996 1997 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002
Argentina 10 28 37 0 0 7 8 0
Australia 392 493 770 681 840 887 892 990
Brunei 0 NA 0 0 0 0 4 0
Canada 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
China 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 0
EU 15 0 0 7 2 0 0 0 0
India 98 0 0 25 28,378 32,308 3,789 239
Indonesia 1 0 0 0 19 3 1 0
New Zealand 165 241 100 71 120 135 576 293
Singapore 0 0 0 0 3 0 0 0
South Africa 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0
Thailand 6 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
UAE 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0
United States 11 2 12 2 3 51 0 56
Total 684 764 926 783 29,363 33,392 5,270 1,578

US market share 2% 0% 1% 0% 0% 0% 0% 4%

Frozen
Origin 1995 1996 1997 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002
Argentina 2 0 57 29 22 99 75 0
Australia 6,413 5,904 7,241 7,324 7,727 7,584 8,352 9,698
Brazil 0 0 0 0 0 24 0 0
Brunei 0 NA 0 0 0 57 211 54
Canada 51 13 19 7 271 118 0 0
China 804 223 141 169 0 176 89 121
EU 15 23 0 131 132 10 187 54 6
Hong Kong 0 NA 41 0 13 0 0 0
India 48,181 56,930 57,147 48,311 19,411 38,070 66,079 72,841
Indonesia 344 0 43 962 309 317 66 126
Iran 0 NA 0 0 0 25 26 0
Japan 140 0 0 6 50 0 0 0
New Zealand 3,861 6,005 7,425 5,042 7,171 10,456 8,878 8,828
Norway 4 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Singapore 18 13 14 0 36 5 16 48
Sri Lanka 0 NA 0 0 0 51 0 0
Switzerland 24 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Taiwan 148 0 103 124 100 125 33 54
Thailand 375 NA 176 176 31 50 25 0
Tunisia 0 NA 0 0 0 25 0 0
UAE 0 NA 0 0 18 13 13 0
United States 692 202 563 417 1,178 1,556 1,062 767
Uruguay 0 0 0 0 14 14 123 458
Vietnam 2 NA 0 0 0 0 0 0
Total 61,082 69,290 73,101 62,699 36,361 58,952 85,102 93,001

US market share 1% 0% 1% 1% 3% 3% 1% 1%

Malaysia
BEEF IMPORTS, Continued

(in metric tons)



Processed
Origin 1995 1996 1997 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002
Australia 350 188 413 142 97 150 152 98
Brazil 41 0 123 51 0 4 0 0
China 1,398 1,391 795 200 355 390 281 525
EU 15 11 0 51 37 10 17 0 25
Hong Kong 20 NA 0 0 18 0 0 0
India 0 0 0 0 0 0 25 16
Indonesia 0 2 0 0 0 0 0 0
Japan 2 0 1 0 0 0 0 0
New Zealand 63 0 33 0 0 0 39 0
Singapore 16 98 0 1 2 0 0 0
South Africa 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0
United States 26 0 43 31 39 92 21 13
Total 1,927 1,679 1,459 462 521 653 519 677

US market share 1% 0% 3% 7% 7% 14% 4% 2%

Grand Total 63,693 71,733 75,486 63,944 66,245 92,997 90,891 95,256

Total US market share 1% 0% 1% 1% 2% 2% 1% 1%
All data in Product Weight.
Data sources:  UN Trade for 1995 and 1996; export data of major suppliers for 1996, and 
Malaysia Customs for 1997-2002


